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REILLY TAR & CH E M ICAL CORPORATION " 'y^SfFFyJ^ 

t~^aP'sor. Co, 

s(:,^4 F^r^y.iyy 

FzbmicVLy 19, 19SS 

TELEPHONE; 618/452-3141 
CABLE: PETAR INDIANAPOLIS 

P. O. BOX 370 i -
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040 p 

IttuwAJi ErvjAjiOYmojotoJi PfiotdcXlon Agzncy 
LanAy Eiuttp, P. E., UahagoJi 
VA.vl6A.on 0^ Land Pollution Control 
2200 ChmLchiU Road 
Sp^na^loM, IZJUnoli, 621 Ob 

Vtan. lajoiy: 

On 3uZy 27, 7 9^7, we M2AZ adXemptyiQ t o anZoad a tank can 
ACFX 14S07, Ajito a .itonage. tank. Tht tank can. contoAjnzd appnox-
Ajmatdty SO00 galZoni o^ cnzo&ott OAZ. VuAdng thz unXloadtng 
ffioaoM, t h t opzKjotofi u)0i6 fumovlng thz bottom ouJdLzt cap to cdn-
n tc t thz auction Linz to thz tank coJi; and whzn thz autZzt boot 
cap wa6 fiQmovzd and bz{f0iiz thz iuc t ton t i n z WCL6 connzctzd, 4B# 
^^•• •MBHHB^HHHpHHIBHBBHHHVIpHHV. Thz opznatoA 
had no chancz to connzct thz m c t t o n Linz bzcaiuz thz o t t wo* 
about n o ° F. 

\jAjitixaZJLy aUL o^ thz SOOO gaJUioM o^ OAZ wznt on t hz giLoand, 
hoLOZvzn., wz we^e abZz to joump and nzcovzA 1,600 gotten^ o{j o l t . 
Thz tank coJi wa4 bzing unZoadzd on Tiiack ^1 and an oAza appnoxt-
matzty 310' x 25' wa6 aovzAzd mXh OAJL. 

Thz aoLUtZ o{, thz tnctdznt woi twoiotd; 1] opZKaton not 
{̂ olZoMtng piLOpzn. pnozzduAZi, and 2) a 1/2" ptpz wzdgzd iindzn thz 
tntzioiaZ vaZvz &Cjat. On thz tank caJU>, thziiz AM an tntzimaZ 
vaZvz and an zxtziLnaJi .i,a{,zty vaZvz hotdtng thz matznJjaZ. tnl^tdz 
thz tank can.. Thz pfiopzn. pnoczduJiz AA to chzck thz tntznnaZ vaZvz 
by (dazckdng thz vaZvz itom on top of, thz tank can; thzn pfioczzd to 
thz bottom 0(J thz tank can. and opzn thz bottom ouJJizt uoXue to .6£e 
XJ5 thz tntznnaZ. vaZvz AA izcuAZ. l i thz -intznnaZ. vcUivz -U holding, 
thzn thz bottom vatvz and boot cap a tz iizmovzd to connzct thz i uc t -
ton Linz. Thz bottom vaJivz wa4 not chzckzd and t̂ )hzn thz boot cap 
and uoXue u}znz nzmovzd, thz OAZ .itantzd comtng out tmnzdtatzty. 
SzvzfLol attzmpti) wznz madz to 6hut thz tntzAnaZ. vaZvz and pZag thz 
outZzt mXh no iixcczi>&. Thz can. zmpttzd t n appnoxtmatzZy twznty 
mtmitzi> and a^tzn thz can. woi zmpty, wz ^ound a 1/2" ptpz wzjdgzd 
undzn. thz tntzJinaZ vaZvz kzzptng t t n̂om c to i tng . 
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Thz ctzan-ixp wa6 ^toAtzd tnmzdtatzZy. Sand waj> i,pn.Zjad to 
ab.'ion.b and kzzp thz o t t {̂ fiorn ipfizcuLing Mtth oun {,fLont znd Zoadzn. 
hhoofiz Con^tnuction wa4 caZZzd hx with thz tn backhoz to i t a n t zx-
cavattng AmmzdUxutzZy. Thz contamlnatzd itott woi itonzd t n oun. 
Ha:iandoai, WoAtz Stonagz knm. and LOCU, bztng tnxinJipofitzd to Vzondjx. 
VyipoioZ. Thz majontty o{, thz coiitamtnatzd ^OAZ wa6 iDicavdtzd 
by thz znd Oj$ Augixit. 

kppnoxAmatzly 300' o^ tnack and {̂ zncz ixiznz nimovzd and an 
oAza appncxAinatzly 310' x 25' x 3 to 4' ojj . iot t wci6 zxc(3.vatzd. 
/4:JS ydj). o{i contcxminatzd ioXZ hcu> bzzn hauZzd to Pzonta Vtdpo&at 
my.h app/LGxtivatzZy 100 ydi. nzmalntng to be hauZzdto Vzofita 
Vy.ipoiat. 

Thz a^tznnoon o^ Juty 27, 19S7, thz UatlonaJL Rz!>pom>z Czntzn. 
ioai, nott{^tzd and thz nzxt monntng, July 2S, thz loccJL Emzngzncy 
SzJ'.vtczA and Vtia^tzn. Agzncy o{,{^tcz, Lout&z Wadz, MOM ccntactzd. 
She. thzn iLZpontzd thz tncldznt to thz I.E.?.A. and t h a t altzAnoon 
Ton VowzJUi, I .E.?.A, , camz oat to t m p z c t thz iAZz. On August 3, 
Tor-\ PoMzll. and Hlkz Gnant, I .E.?.A. camz out to tn ipzc t thz i>Atz 
ojxd to 4ee how wz wznz pnognzi^tng on thz cZzan-up. Jzf̂ -f, Bznbtnzk, 
1.1:.?.A. a'Oi a t thz plant on SzptzmbzJi 14 to conduct an aln tnbpzct-
ton and ioUd hz wod omkzd to tn ipzc t thz i>pAJil an.za. M.kz Gnant 
car.iz to tni>pzct thz 6AXZ on Octobzn. 1, 19S7, and hz took .izvznal 
photographs duning htb v t b i t . On OcZobzn IS Kzn Lc64, Qhuck Rzztzn, 
Todd Rowz, and Chanltz IzaZ, l.E.P.A.^tn&pzctzd thz &itz. Juana Rojo, 
U.S.E.P.A., whllz shz wa6 hznz on othzn. m(xttzni, on Octobzn 16, ati,o 
y.i pzctzd thz 6 t t z , 

iVLcfee Gnant and Pat McCanthy, I.E.P.A. camz to thz plant on 
O(y:obzn 23 to conduct a {^tnal tn^pzctZon i>6 t h a t wz coutd pnoczzd 
wtzh thz concAztz pad and mvUnoak tnack t n ^ t a t t a t t o n . Thzy ^z t t 
thcAZ wai not much monz wz could do and &atd wz couZd pA.oczzd with 
ti"A: -bu ta l l a t t on . Thznz wa& an anza t h a t contatnzd WOXQA and 
Mcfie woivtzd ai to pump thz watzn out so hz could szz thz s o t l . 
ThdA was donz and tlikz camz back out on Octobzn 26 and gavz ki& 
{̂ inixZ appnjsval. 

Wz pnoczQjdzd with thz i n s t a l l a t t o n o{, thz concAztz spiLt pad 
whd.ch wi l t contain 20,000 gallons of, matznial. Thij> should allzvicJiz 
gnvund contaminatton {,nom any stmiJian zoznt i n thz {̂ utuA-Z. 

Oun opznating pnoczduAZi havz bzzn nzvtzwzd with thz pump 
opi'Aotoni) and will, bz nzMtzwzd on a pznlodlc bas is . 
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Thz costs ion thz clzan-up, cUsposal., and pad ini>tallati.on 
w i l l bz in thz nzlghbohhood o\ $300,000.00. 

SincznzZy, 

REILLV TAR S CHEMICAL CORPORATIOW 

LaAAy L. P in t lz , Managzn 
Gnanitz City Plant 

LLP/bjm 

CC: JouKia Roj'o 
U.S.E.P.A. , Rzgion 5 
230 South VzaPbonn Stnzzt 
Clitcago, llJUnois 60604 




